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The ESRF is a multinational research institute, situated in Grenoble, France and financed by 18 countries mostly European. It operates a powerful synchrotron X-ray source with some 30 beamlines (instruments) covering a wide range of scientific research in fields such as biology and medicine, chemistry, earth and environmental sciences, materials and surface science, and physics. Research at the ESRF is carried out by several thousand external users each year from universities, public research laboratories and industry, and by the ESRF's own scientists. The ESRF employs about  600 staff and is organized as a French société civile. The working language of the ESRF is English.

The Technical Services’ Division provides general support, services and infrastructure to the whole institute, in particular to the Machine and Experiments’ Divisions. It is now seeking to recruit a:

Senior Vacuum Technician (m/f)

The Vacuum Group is responsible for the vacuum systems of the ESRF’s particle accelerators and experimental stations (= beamlines).
THE FUNCTION:

Your duties will include:

· Reception, preparation and test of new equipment in the lab. You will intervene during shutdown periods to repair mechanical equipment, install, test and control new equipment for the machine accelerators and the experimental stations (=beamlines).

· Participation in the maintenance, repair and upgrade of beamlines. You will be assigned to assist four beamlines that may require handling and repair of delicate UHV equipment such as ion guns, electron spectrometers, alignment stages, Scanning Tunneling Microscopes and other surface characterization devices. 
· Participation in the technical development programme of the Vacuum Group, either applied to developments of machine systems, upgrade or development of new components for the beamlines or end stations, or research in vacuum physics. 

You will work under the supervision of the Vacuum Coordination Engineer.

QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE: 

You have a diploma in Applied Physics, Measurement Engineering or Electrical Engineering (HND, HNC, DUT, BTS, Staatlich Geprüfter Techniker, Titulo de Ingeniere Técnico, Diplomapost secundario or equivalent) and five to ten years' experience. Familiarity with complex instrumentation mentioned above is required.

You should be able to work autonomously and take initiatives when required. You should have good knowledge of modern techniques of ultra-high vacuum technology. You should be familiar with common presentation and data analysis software (Excel, Word, Powerpoint, etc…). You will participate in the stand-by service of the Vacuum Group and the continuous operation of the Machine (shift work). 

You are motivated to work in an international and multi-cultural environment, and have good communication and relational skills

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

The ESRF shares a site with several other major European scientific institutes, it offers an exciting opportunity in an international atmosphere. Installation allowances will be given to new staff coming from outside the Grenoble area, and an expatriation allowance can be given according to specific internal regulations.

If you are interested, please send us a fax (+33 (0)4 76 88 24 60) or an e-mail (recruitm@esrf.fr) with your address, and we will provide you with an application form. You can also print out an application form on the World Wide Web http://www.esrf.fr/.
Deadline for returning the application forms: 03 September 2006

Applications received after the deadline may be considered for the selected vacancy if not filled or for future similar positions.
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